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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 6203 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PINT PO 

SUBJECT: PSD VIEWS ON THE AZORES 

REF: (A) LISBON A-228 (DTD AUG 12, 1977) (NOTAL), (B) PONTA 
DELGADA 297 (DTG 0918 15Z AUG 77) 

1 . PSD VICE PRESIDENT BARBOSO DE MELO MET WITH 
INCOMING CONSUL TO PONTA DELGADA MACK AND EMBOFF AUG 10 
TO DISCUSS THE AZORES. MELO WHO ATTENDED THE PSD-AZORES 
PARTY CONGRESS JUNE 10 THROUGH 1 1 MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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- REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CHANGES IN SIGHT: REGIONAL 

GOVERNMENT PRESIDENT MOTA AMARAL HAS ACCEPTED THE POINT THAT 

TECHNICIANS FROM THE CONTINENT SHOULD BE BROUGHT 

IN AT THE CABINET LEVEL. THE CHANGE WILL BE MADE IN AN 

UPCOMING GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION. MOTA AMARAL RECOGNIZES THAT 

THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE CENTRALIZED IN ONE CITY BUT 

TIME IS NOT YET RIGHT FOR THAT CHANGE. 
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- INTER-ISLAND RIVALRY: RIVALRY AMONG THE ISLANDS, 

AND PARTICULARLY AMONG THE FORMER DISTRICT CAPITALS 
IS THE AZORES BIGGEST POLITICAL PROBLEM. THE 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY IS A POSITIVE FORCE IN CREATING A 
COMMON AZOREAN IDENTITY. 

- SEPARATISTS UNIMPORTANT: AZOREAN SEPARATISTS ARE 

A SMALL GROUP OF WEALTHY INDIVIDUALS WHO LONG FOR THE 
PAST. THE PSD AZORES CONGRESS IN JUNE FRANKLY 
DEBATED, AND THEN DISASSOCIATED THE REGIONAL PARTY 
FROM SEPARATISM. THE AZOREAN PSD HAD SOME SEPARATISTS 
IN ITS EARLY STAGES BUT ONLY A FEW SEPARATISTS REMAIN 
IN UNIMPORTANT POSITIONS. 

- BENEFITS OF PS/PSD UNDERSTANDING: THE ACCORDS 

REACHED BETWEEN THE PS AND THE PSD AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL HAVE 
REFLECTED THEMSELVES IN AN AGREEMENT TO END POLEMICS 
ON THE AZORES. 

- TRANSFER OF SERVICES PROCEEDING: THE PSD IS 
SATISFIED THAT CENTRAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES ARE NOW 
BEING TRANSFERRED TO THE AZORES AT A SATISFACTORY 

RATE. THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT RECENTLY AGREED TO TRANSFER ITS 
EMPLOYEES FORMERLY ASSIGNED IN AZOREAN DISTRICTS TO THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. A PLAN HAS BEEN PRESENTED FOR TRANSFERRING 
EDUCATION SERVICES TO THE AZORES. 

2. PS LEADER JAIME GAMA CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF AUG 4 THAT 
THE PS AND PSD HAVE AGREED TO AVOID POLEMICS REGARDING 
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THE AZORES AND MADEIRA (REF A). HE FELT CERTAIN THAT THE 
RECENT PS/PSD UNDERSTANDING WOULD GREATLY FACILITATE 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE SOARES GOVERNMENT AND THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

3. COMMENT: REPORTING ON THE AZORES AND MADEIRA IN THE LISBON 
PRESS HAS BEEN FACTUAL, EVEN FAVORABLE WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF THE COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS. INCREASED 

GOOD WILL BETWEEN SOCIALISTS AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
COULD GO FAR TOWARD REDUCING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE 
MAINLAND AND THE ISLANDS. 

CARLUCCI 
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